Congress of the United States

Washington, BDE 20515
September 22, 2025

The Honorable Lee Zeldin
Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator Zeldin:

As Members of Congress representing New Jersey, we are deeply opposed to the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s (“EPA”) proposed rule to rescind the 2009 Endangerment Finding, and we are gravely concerned
about its potential consequences for the health and safety of New Jersey’s communities.

The Clean Air Act (“CAA”) gives the EPA a clear statutory mandate to control pollution that endangers the
health and welfare of American families. In 2009, the EPA issued the Endangerment Finding, a legal and
scientific finding under the CAA establishing that “greenhouse gases in the atmosphere may reasonably be
anticipated both to endanger public health and to endanger public welfare.”' The Endangerment Finding now
serves as a basis for the EPA’s efforts to protect Americans from greenhouse gas emissions.

We strongly oppose the recent proposed rule to rescind the Endangerment Finding and repeal all greenhouse gas
standards for light, medium, and heavy-duty vehicles issued since 2010. Questioning the statutory and scientific
bases of the Endangerment Finding, as the EPA attempts to do in this proposed rule, demonstrates alarming
disregard for both the scientific consensus on climate change and the lived experiences of New Jersey families.’

The selective junk “science” used in this proposed rule does not refute the reality that greenhouse gases drive
rapid, anthropogenic climate change that is damaging New Jersey’s cities, coastlines, and communities. Climate
change fuels extreme weather and alters weather patterns. Rising global temperatures strengthen hurricanes,
generate higher rainfall, and contribute to sea level rise.” There is no doubt that greenhouse gas emissions are
already harming New Jersey and states across the country and that the dire consequences of climate change will
continue to accelerate in the absence of meaningful and comprehensive action.

Our New Jersey constituents live on the front lines of the climate crisis. In 2012, Superstorm Sandy, intensified
by rising seas and a worst-case storm track, destroyed homes and infrastructure, brought historic flooding, led to
extended power outages and other environmental hazards, and resulted in the tragic deaths of 40 New Jersey
residents.* Thanks to robust climate research, we now know that anthropogenic climate change caused an
additional $8 billion in damages and exposed 71,000 more people to flooding in New Jersey, New York, and
Connecticut.” The scale of Sandy’s destruction — raw sewage in streets and waterways, homes destroyed,
families living for days without power — was a harbinger of the escalating severity of climate-fueled natural
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disasters.® Thirteen years after Sandy, net global greenhouse gas emissions have only continued to increase, and
New Jerseyans have been affected by 40 more billion-dollar weather and climate disasters, including a major
disaster caused by the remnants of Hurricane Ida.” Research indicates that the strength of hurricanes will
continue to worsen as a result of greenhouse gas pollution, increasing the risk of more disasters like Ida and
Sandy.® While rebuilding and coping with the tragic aftermath of these disasters, New Jersey must also expend
significant resources to prepare for the next superstorm.

Sea level rise also endangers New Jersey’s coastal communities, which are cultural, touristic, and economic
engines in our state. Rising ocean temperatures, ocean acidification, and flooding put marine species at risk,
threatening both biodiversity and our state’s $3.45 billion in fisheries.” In a high emissions scenario, New
Jersey could experience a sea level rise of up to six feet.'” Any level of sea level rise will worsen both acute and
chronic flooding, leading to a loss of coastal habitat and coming at an economic and social cost to the 80
percent of New Jerseyans who live in our state’s low-lying coastal regions." Because of rising oceans, 23,000
more homes and buildings in New Jersey are at risk of frequent flooding than in 1980.'* This figure will
continue to grow: 250,000 homes may be at risk of chronic flooding by the end of the century, with damage
concentrated in coastal regions."” Sea level rise can generate costly and catastrophic property damage, worsen
environmental contamination, and damage coastal critical infrastructure. It will threaten the lives and
livelihoods of New Jersey residents who operate businesses, attend school, and live in our coastal regions. Left
unchecked, it is possible that sea level rise will inundate entire neighborhoods, forcing communities to retreat
away from the coast.

Statewide, higher rainfall, warmer water temperatures, and worsening flooding will create new challenges and
hazards that endanger public welfare. Maintaining and building infrastructure that can withstand climate change
remains a challenge. Rainfall has increased by an estimated 2.5 to 10 percent since 1999 and will likely increase
by another 20 percent by 2100." That rain often comes in short, intense storms that New Jersey’s dense,
predominantly concrete urban areas and aging water infrastructure are not yet equipped to handle.”” More
rainfall, coupled with sea level rise, presents a serious threat to our state’s homes, neighborhoods, and
infrastructure. Many properties currently experience nuisance flooding, and that number is projected to continue
growing.'® Upgrading wastewater and stormwater management to respond to climate change is capitally
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intensive and potentially costly to ratepayers. Furthermore, our state is a linchpin for warehousing and e-
commerce, hosting major ports, airports, rail systems, and highway interconnections.!” Major flooding or other
natural disasters that compromise this critical infrastructure could have serious implications for our nation’s
supply chains.

There are many other ways that changing weather and increased flooding endanger New Jersey families. New
Jersey’s drinking water supply, as well as its recreation areas, are further threatened by the increasing
prevalence of harmful algae blooms driven by warming water and storms.'® New Jersey also has the nation’s
highest density of Superfund sites, many of which are or will become located in floodplains, in or near
underserved communities." This trend heightens the risk of contamination and will require ongoing monitoring
to ensure that remedies remain protective. Markets recognize the risks associated with a changing climate, even
if this Administration does not: flood insurance has become prohibitively expensive, and private insurers have
begun to exit certain markets in New Jersey and other coastal states.” As Members of Congress, we hear
frequently from constituents who view the cost of flood insurance as a major hurdle to owning a home or
business in our state. These examples represent just a few of the myriad ways that increased flood risk, directly
attributable to greenhouse gas emissions, makes life less affordable and less safe for the families that we
represent.

In addition to sea level rise and worsening flooding, our community members must also cope with the public
health impacts of extreme heat. New Jersey is the nation’s third-fastest warming state, and from 1994 to 2023,
the yearly average heat wave frequency doubled.”’ Heat has well-documented negative health impacts.? This
year, 150 people were treated for heat exhaustion at a high school graduation in Paterson, and in 2023, 635
people visited New Jersey’s emergency rooms as a result of heat-related illness. * Heat also worsens air
pollution. Research estimates that as a result of global warming, by 2050, New Jersey will experience twice as
many unhealthy ozone days, worsening air quality and increasing our communities’ exposure to harmful and
dirty air.** Heat and drought will also make wildfires more frequent and severe, particularly in the fire-prone
Pinelands, threatening adjacent communities and sending more particulate matter into the air our families
breathe.” During an unprecedented fire season in the Northeast in which climate change heightened tinderbox
conditions, April’s Jones Road Fire spread over 15,350 acres.”® Finally, as with many of climate change’s
impacts, heat will disproportionately affect the most vulnerable members of our communities. Children, seniors,
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individuals living with respiratory conditions, and overburdened communities will bear the health and financial
harms of rising temperatures.

Revoking the Endangerment Finding will open the door to eliminating protections against climate change-
causing pollution. New Jerseyans do not believe that polluters should receive free passes to pollute at the
expense of the health and futures of our working families. Should the EPA move forward with this rule, our
constituents, especially those who live in fenceline and overburdened communities, may suffer worse health
outcomes, higher costs, and degradation of their property and livelihoods.

It is clear that greenhouse gases endanger public health and welfare, both now and in the future. Those dangers
will worsen if the EPA chooses to destroy its own policy tools to meaningfully address climate change. We
cannot abandon New Jersey families to the harm of climate-driven extreme heat, deadly storms, catastrophic
flooding, and less resilient, less healthy futures. So, we strongly urge you to abandon this dangerous proposal,
uphold the 2009 Endangerment Finding, and return to the EPA’s core mission to protect human health and the
environment for the sake of all New Jersey communities.

Sincerely,

Mok Mool %MI&UML

Robert J. Menendez Frank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Cory A. Booker Andy Kim

United States Senator United States Senator
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