Conqress of the United States
Washington, DL 20515
April 28, 2026

The Honorable Markwayne Mullin The Honorable Todd Lyons

Secretary Acting Director

Department of Homeland Security U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
300 7th Street, SW 500 12" Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20528 Washington, D.C. 20536

Dear Secretary Mullin:

As you begin your tenure as Secretary of Homeland Security, we write to reiterate our strong and
unequivocal opposition to the Department of Homeland Security’s (“DHS”) proposed
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”) detention facility in Roxbury, New Jersey. Since
our initial correspondence in January 2026 detailing the harms of the proposal, the circumstances
surrounding the project have only grown more troubling. The Roxbury facility would pose
significant risks to immigrant health and safety, local infrastructure, and environmental
resources, and it must not move forward under any circumstances.

In February, DHS finalized the purchase of the 470,000-square-foot warehouse in Roxbury with
the intention of converting it into a detention or processing center capable of holding up to 1,500
individuals at a time.' DHS proceeded with this plan despite clear and overwhelming opposition
from local officials, Roxbury residents, and Members of Congress — and without meaningful
consultation with state or local authorities.?

As we detailed extensively in our previous letter, warehouse facilities are fundamentally
unsuitable for detention. The Roxbury warehouse is a “single large room with concrete floors
and only four toilets.” It was designed for storage and logistics, not human habitation. Equally
troubling, the proposal builds on a dark history of immigration detention in New Jersey. For
decades, facilities in our state have prompted reports of unsafe conditions, inadequate medical
care, and systemic failures that endangered both detained individuals and surrounding
communities.* Expanding this system, particularly under such an extreme model as warehouse
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detention, would only compound the harm inflicted upon New Jersey communities and further
threaten public health and safety.

In recognition of these risks — and in response to DHS’s failure to carry out the basic
environmental review and due diligence required under federal law, the State of New Jersey and
Township of Roxbury filed suit against DHS and ICE to halt the project. The lawsuit
underscored that DHS moved forward without conducting adequate environmental analysis or
meaningfully evaluating the serious and foreseeable risks associated with the proposal.®
Moreover, as local officials and the grassroots community have repeatedly emphasized, the site
lacks sufficient water and sewage infrastructure to safely support a large detention facility.®
Conversion would require wastewater capacity far beyond what the local system can handle, 15
times the current approved limit, which would risk sewage overflows and environmental
contamination in nearby communities and waterways.’ These are not minor logistical concems,
but rather clear evidence that the facility is incompatible with basic safety standards and a risk to
Roxbury residents and surrounding communities.

The people of New Jersey, local officials, and Members of Congress have made our position
clear. Moving forward with the Roxbury facility despite these clear adverse consequences would
represent an unacceptable failure of leadership and a continuation of policies that have already
caused lasting harm in our districts. Accordingly, we urge you to permanently abandon all plans
to convert the Roxbury warchouse into an ICE facility and halt any further efforts to expand
immigration detention in New Jersey. We also request a full accounting of all site selection,
acquisition, and planning activities related to detention facilities in New Jersey.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We hope you will recognize this opportunity to chart
a better course for New Jersey’s communities, which have already suffered immense damage
from the President’s inhumane deportation agenda. We request a detailed written response no
later than May 15, 2026.

Sincerely,

M Moandsy "Bt Wokeal Woma d/lw;v

Robert J. Menendez Bonnie Watson Coleman MdMonica Mclver
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Cory A. Booker
United States Senator
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Frank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congtress
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Herbert C. Conaway, v/
Member of Congress

Analilia Mejia
Member of Congress
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Andy Kim
United States Senator
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Donald Norcross
Member of Congress

Neﬁie Pou
Membes. of Congress




