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B Concressman Bob Menendez I

It’s Time for a Balanced
Energy Plan . . - But the Administration’s Big Oil

““U'Plan Fails the American People

E:w:gn,' is one of the most critical
i=sues facing our nation today. We
have an historic opportuenity to adopt a
balanced energy policy in this country —
one thar helps consumers now, increases
supply, and prorects the environment for
future penerations. The Congressional
Dremocratic plan I've been working on
provides a common sense approach o
our nation's energy needs through
increased production and efficiency,
purting consumers first, and protecting
EE'I.L" STV LDOOTTLE L.

I'ln disappointed that President Bush has
proposed an enecgy plan chat sacrifices the
pains we have made cleaning up the air we
breathe and the water we drink. Instead, this
plan pits cur nation’s energy needs against our
most important environmental protections.
We do not need to open our most pristine
wilderness areas, like the Arcric Nacional
Wildlife Refuge (ANWR], m oil and gas
drilling when rhe vast majority of America’s
nil and 2as resources are on less sensitive linds
that arc nlrca{l'}' open to I'_:It'-.'I:]l'.Z-Fl'l'.l'_'nt.

Representative Menendez:
Fighting for a Balanced Energy Plan

Representative Menendez's Flan:

Helping Consumers, Increasing Supply,
& Protecting the Environment

Helps consumers today by investigating
price gouging now; and providing tax
credits this vear ro consumers and businesses 1o
improve energy efficiency

Focuses on both energy supply and
demand by providing rax credits to promote domes-
tie oil G s prodection while encouraging ways to
Consefve I:l'u-_'l:g:l'

Protecis the environment by reducing air
pollution, and safepuarnds wilderness arcas from

Invasts in the finture by increasing funding
for energy efficiency and renewable anargy
research and development

The President's Plan:
No fmimediate Reffef;

e New Solutions

Falls 1o provide consumers with any immedinte relief
from high electricity and gas prices; GUs energy
masiseance programs thar help consumers pay high
energy bills

Falls o provide o balanced approached ro both sup-
ply and demand; Instead, focuses on increasing supply
by allowing drlling in environmenrally sensirive arcas

Falls to protect the environment and encournes
drilling in environmenrally sensitive and protected
HTE=AS

Cuts fedeeal funding for energy efficiency and
retiewable energy programs



Working for Real Patient Protections

O June 29, the Senate, under the new Democratic Leadership, passed a strong, enforceable, bpardsan Parznts’ Bill
of Rights. Now Republican House Leaders, despite their public positon last year, are trying to defeat meaningful
reform, They say one thing, and nqu‘mﬂ another. They say they support veal patent protections, bue they really
support HMOs® vights over patients’ rights. Don't lee the rhetoric fool you, take a look ar the details:
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Provides all protections o all
Americans with privace health
INSLTANCE

(FUArINIEES DCCEsS B
EMETEENCY care, specialises, ob-
pyns, and prescription doas

Ensures that doctors, not
INSUFANCE COmpany
Fureavcrats, make medical
decisions

Ensures timely, fair, and
independent external review of
medical decisions

Ersures that HMOs are held
accountahble, like any other
Amerean business, when [hn_",.'
make medical decisions that
eause injury or death; preserves
existing state laws which allow
injured patients to hold their
HMOs accountable for
negligent medical practice

House Leadership HMO’s
ﬂﬂinfmgms

Fails to provide protections to stave and local government
wirkers

Filled wirh loopholes chiar weaken access to emergency care,
fail o ensure Access to specialty care, require women to ger
pre-authoriztion o see an ob-gyn for certain rourine and
non-routine eare, and fail 1o provide patients affordable,
medically necessary drugs that are not already approved by
the HMO

Fails 1o protece the doctor-patient relationship by: limicing
doctors' communications with patients, allowing HMOs 1o
realiate against providers who advocate on behalf of parients,
and allowing HMOS to continue to use improper incentive
payments 1o foree doctors o limit medically approprisce care
Stacks the external review process against paticnes by
allowing M4 to chonse reviewer, limiting reviewers'
decision eptions, and failing to ensure thae decisions are made
as quickly as a parienr's medical condition requires

Elirninates existing legal righrs for parients and preemprs curment
state lwws that already provide parients with lesal recourse;
severely limits legal remedies as well a5 nocess o courrs

Increased Temperatures Don’t Have to Mean Increased Energy Bills

hile Republicans and Democrats may agree on the need for energy legislation, we have sipnificant

differences in how we address aur nation'’s energy needs. Bur consumers don't have o wait for these
differences o be resolved. There are a number of ways to reduce energy consumption in your own home,
many of which cost little or no money to you, bue result in savings on your monthly energy bills.

< Tam Up Your Thermostat when you're away

< Use Fans 10 Reduce Air Conditioner Uss
< Use Appliances Wisely — don't stand in front of the refrigerator, freezer, E“h mnnllﬂ:

or hot oven with the door open

Gongressman

District Offices

Laundry — use cold or warm warer, line dry clothes when possible, — 31 Bergen Avenuer
and when you need 1o use the dryer, run full loads Jersay City, ML), 07306
Dishwasher — run your dishwasher only when it's fully loaded, om (201) 222-2828
off the dry cycle and air dry dishes instead 263 Hobart Street
Cookitg — S : - e e : _ Ferih Ambeoy, B3 0BSE]
. ng — heat water and food in the microwave instead of on the (732) 326-6212
SLOVE LoD
254 Avanua ©
& Turn Off Lights and Appiances, Unpleg Bectronic Devices amd Ghargers Hayonne, H.JL.H[}'F’IDZIE
%+ Replace Alr Conditioner Alters and Professionally Seal Ducts to improve airflow {207) £23-2300
and reduce cooling costs up to 25% 3108 Bergenine Ave. 2nd Exaor
<+ Weatherize Your Home, Install Window Shading — weacher-strip, seal, and Unian Gity, M. 07087

caulk leaky doors and windows; install window coverings, shading

{(201] 558-0800

sCTeens, of pario covers and awnings to shade your home from the sen Washington Office

<% Choose Emergy EMiclent Products and Anpllances —
bulbs use 75% less enerpy and last longer than incandescent light

bulks

Compact fluorescent 2238 Rayburn Building

Washinaten, D.C, 20515
(202) 225-7919




Consumer Issues
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Don’t Be a Victim of
Phony Telemarketers!

Know the company’s name, address, product, and
refund policy

Ask the caller to send written materials for VoL EO
TevIew

Report suspicious relemarketing ealls o the Aromey
Cieneral’s office: ask if any L‘t:t[lp]uintﬁ have been filed
against a company before you agree to purchase
anything

DON'T ever pay for any prize or send any money to
improve your chances of winning

DON'T allow any caller to intimidate or bully you
into buying something on-the-spot

DONT give any caller your bank account number
DONT give vour credit card number to anyone over
the telephone, unless you made the call

Hoax Targets Seniors

he Social Security Admimistration

(=sA) ;-:-:-3:1:]11' warnied senior citizens
to exercise grear caurion when responding
to solicitacions that promise additional
Social Security benefits. S5A' Inspector
CGeneral found thar over 25,000 sendors had
been vicrims of fraudulent flyers promising
exrra social Security benefits and/or slave
reparacions in exchatge for supplying sensi-
tive personal information. One flyer prom-
ised $3,000 for seniors, born before 1927, as
a resule of the “Slave Reparation Ace”
There is no such law - THE FLYER IS A
HOAX. Another flyer targers “norch
babies" bom between 1917 and 19264,
promising a §3,000 lump sum “settlement™
if they submir sensitive personal informa-
tior. While chere has been legislarion
introduced to address the “notch” issue, NO
LAW HAS BEEN PASSED TO PROVIDE
FOR THESE PAYMENTS.

Aceording 1o the investigation, the
rerurn address on the flyers belongs 1o the
TREA Senior Citizens League (TSCL),
although TSCL denies involvement with
the flyers. The investigation did find, how-
ever, that TSCL collecred individuals' per-
sonal informarion in a database and
responded to victims of the seam, disavow-
ing any responsibility but including TSC LS
standard fundraising brochure.
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Protect Yourself, Protect
Your Personal Information

Tear up charge receipts, bank statements, expired

credit cards, and pre-approved credic offers

Unly give out vour Social Security number when

required; don't print it on checks

Reduce the number of cards you carry; don't carry
¥ Iy

your Social Security number, birth certificate or

pAsEporT with you

Be aware of others nearby when enrering your PTN

Chon't give vour credir card or bank accounrt
number over the phone unless you have placed
the call and know the business

Your mailbay, per.
Iepore, wmﬂhmg
pielile PIH Timn I-':'Er.

15 personal inform.
YOUr idenriny — known
—and apply for [oans,
Withdrawals from your
tding to the LS, Secrer
theft cosy COnsumers gnd
million in 1997 alone,

banl Account, Acen
Service, identity
stitutions $745



Menendez Immunization Day

t's back to school time, which means ics time for chis In 1998, che Menende: Immunization Day provided more
venrs Menendez Immumnizacion Day. In the back-ro- than 150 free immunizarions oo children and enrolled
school rush, don't forget o review vour children'’s immu-  many of dhase childeen in the Mew Jersey KidCare

nization reconds. Most childhood immunizacions should be program, which provides health insurance coveraee o0

given by age 2, 50 ics wery imporant o review all of waur uninsured familics thar do not qualify for Medicaid
children's records, even if they're not vet beginning school. coverape. The event also included a discussion of ongoing
federal efforts o increase childbood immunizacion

S I'] I.rl 111 raves. Mark vour calendar for this vears evenn:
d
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14:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m-
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JERSEY CITY
citimarket
3 King Bivd.
Cangressman Menendez congratilates 350 Martin Luther
a young cansivent, after e hravely UNION cITY
racefves his Immunfzation. gummit Bank
3109 Bergenline Ave.
e
\}Q\ Visit GCongressman
on the Intermet: BRING YOUR CHILDREN'S IMMUNIZATION
G Web site: M it RECORDS. IMMUNIZATIONS CANNOT BE
et i e GIVEN WITHOUT IMMUNIZATION CARDS.

Rep. Menendez Introduces Children’s Lead Poisoning Bill

his vz, [ hive re-introdaeed thie Chill- The Iﬂgﬂfﬂﬂﬂﬂ Fve introdoced wooid:

dren’s Lecd Sercening ."'..-L'L'-::-'l.l.11|:;.1|.1|.|1r.1.,' Fexr - - 5 ot i
Eaddy Intervention (SAFE) Ace of 2001, 4 il ¥ Increase lead screening for voung children enrolled in federal programs

T s e such as Medicaid, CHIE, WIC, and Head Start

mnent for children ar plak of Blood lead poison: " Ensure thar Medicaid covees medically necessary wearment fae children
with clevated blood lead levels

tng, Under current Law, Medieaid is requiced 1o

sepeen two yeac-olds for lead polsoning, bue " Feguire that Medicaid provide emergency assistance to eliminate the
caly 200 of these childres ane senally eseed, source of lead poisoning for childeen and prepnant women with

1e's estimared thae almose 300,000 children extremely high bload lead levels in order to prevent addicional

buave harmiul Levels of lead n thelr Blood, EXJIELne

which can cause learning disabilides and impair o Provids honus funds for seares thar screen more than 65% of their
growth in young children. Yiadieaid chalideeg
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