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CONGRESSMAN MENENDEZ

Fights to kestore Highway Funding

Transportation Equity Act of

the 21st Century (TEA 21)
that creared the formula by
which Mew |ersey receives is
highway funding. The goal of
TEA 21 was to establish a floor
for funding thar would ensure
that states pet back as much
money as they pay into the
highway construction fund. To
date, the highway trust fund
exceeds 320 billion. This is
maney thar will not go to the
states for improvements to our
highways, bur instead sics in the
tederal Treasury uncouched.

Ill 1888, | supported the

Each vear the highway funding
levels authorized by TEAZ1 are
adjusred according o receiprs
collecred and projecred. This
process is known as the revenue
aligned budper authority

February 14, 2002

The Alfance for Retired
Americans recognized Bob
Menender for his voting record on
behalfl of retired Americans. The scorecard
tracked votes on Issues ranging from
prescription drugs, o Medicane and Soclal Securty
paymants, to housing and energy prices, as wall as
retirament security. Menendez received a 100% rating
on the scormcard, which included a proposal he
offered o prolect voler access for older Americans --
ensinng that volers have opporfunities o comrect
ballot errors, have Increased access fo
provisional voting, and have better polling
piaca access for the disabled.

adjustinent. This adjustment is
made ro ensure that all incoming
receipes are applied 1o
transportation infrastructore

spending.
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“Thi unprecedented cut in
federal highway spending will
put the brakes on highway
Impravement projects and
(omes at a time when we
thould be creating Jabs, not
climinating them."

TEA 21 estimared thar
649,130,039 would be rerurned
ro Mew Jersey for highway

tunding in Fiscal Year 2003,
However, the President's Budger
only requested $541,582 536 — a
difference of 5107,547,503. Thart
i5 8 reduction of 28% for New
Jersey's highway funding.

This unprecedented cut in
tederal highway spending will
put the brakes on highway
improvement projects and-will
come ar a rime when we should
be creating jobs, not
eliminating them. That is why
| joined a bi-partisan proup in
Congress o introduce the
Highway Funding Restorarion
Acr, which would increase the
aurhorized level of funding for
Fiscal Year 2003 to at least the
TEA 11 authorized level of

527,746 hillion = an increase of
about 54.4 billion above the
President's Budger.




Congress Considers Port Security Measures

N order 10 assure that our pores

are secure, Congress must

-"I.th'l.]'lJi.‘I.LI'_'] ¥ 'I-ll.nli] t].'lt l.J.E.
Coast Guard, pive the Coast
(Guard the flexibility 1o address
security in our changing society,
and coordinace the sharing of
information among all the varios
public and private enritics thar do
business along our seapore. The
Coast Guard 1= charged wich
protecting tre pores, the fow of
commerce, and the marine
CrANSPOFTATION SYSTem fromm
rerrorism; ensuring rhar it can
rapidly deploy and resupply our
military assets; and coordinaring
efforts and incelligence with
federal, stare, and local apencics.

In addition to the USA Act,
which [ introduced, Congress is
cotgidering several measures to
improve securdty ar our nation's
ports, These measures include the
President's Fiscal Year 2003
Budger, as well as several bills to
righten security ar cur narion's
spapores. The President's Budper
includes 524% million in funding
for port vulnerability assessmenis,
additional response boats, the
Const Guard's Maritime Domain
Awareness program, nspection of
carpo containers, and increased
MANPOWEE,

The Housze Transporration and
[nfrascructure Committee, of
which | am the senior New Jersey
member, held the first of many
hearings on port security legisla-
tion last moneh. These hearings
are aimed at ensuring that the
security measures the LS. Coast
Cuard imp]::mr:n'rr:»;i after E:I:-I:r:r:n-
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Bob Menendez, Chairman of ’ Sl

the Democratic Caucus Task
Force on Homeland Securily,
joined public health officials,
local frospital officials, as well
as representatives from
medical groups and private

- practice physiclans to discuss
New Jersey's security and
emergency response needs
and challenges folfowing the
September 11th attacks. The
forum was part of 8 serfes of
homeland security meetings Menendez has hosted with
community leaders and focal organizaiions.

ber 11th are adequate to protect

this important economic engine.

Congress will examine:

A the Coast Guard's notification
redquirement for ships entering
LIS, porrs;

Congressmarn
Boh Menendez
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A the safery and securivy of ULS,
TS,

A the credentials and
background checks for port
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A cargo documentation and
safety;

& eseablishment of area
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contingency plans to address
potential cerrorise atracks in
SCAPATLS;

A overseas enforcement and
incervention; and

A security training and
AW ALCTIEES,
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President’s Budget Breaks Promise to
Protect Medicare & Social Security

n Fehraary 4. 2002, the
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Congress his budger request
for federal programs in the coming
vear. The Presidents Budger is nor
binsling, but it does Lay owe his
priorities for discibuting federal
funls.

Tluis year, Tor the firse e in 3
years, President Bush has proposed a
budper that mkes our nation hack
into deficic spending. There is no
question that we must provide the
resources needed for our local
communitits and our men and
women in uniform to fghe the war
against terrorism both at home and
abroad, but that alone does noc
account for the lona-term debt aur
country is now facing.

In just one vear, we have gone
from 2 35 rrillion surplus to spending
all of the Medicare Trusr Fund and
1.5 rrillion of the Social Security
Trusc Fund over the nexe LD vears.

This after a year of repeared promises
to protect Social Security and
rv{l."l.“l:':-'lTl."' T:I'I.I:‘-i'. F11|:'||.I i11l.'|'|]l.t=-l'."'ﬁ i:l"l #
“lock-box". Mot only hiave those
promizes been broken, bur the
Presulent™ Budpet leaves no room for
arrenethening these programs in
order to prepare for the retirement of
the Baby Boomer: o provide o
meaningful Medicare prescriprion
E]'I'I_Il-__' 1,1|:-.I'||.-:I-||I: I-ur DILE 2811075,

Further, the President’s Budgper
leaves to room to fund national
pricmties, such as school
modernization, reduced class size, job
training assistance, health cire for
the uninsured, or enerey assismnce
for low-income families. In Mew
Jersey, alone, the
President’s budget
would cut 395
million fram the 38
largest federal grant
procrams, | hese
cuts will impact
Mew lersev's job

|

training programs, the Stare
Children® Flealth Tnsusnnce I'I-:lumll'l
[SCHIP), the Low-lncome Home
Energy Assistance Proprom
(LIHEAP]), faderal highway funding,
'.|11-:] ul]u.'r FICCILELITIS 1'i|::|! B cit

COMmMuniies,

As the Chairman of the
Demoertic Cauens' Task Foree on
Homeland Security, [ am one of the
biggest proponents of direcring all
resSnUCEs Necessary to winning the
war on terrarism. At the seme rime,
howewer, thar does not mean thar we
neglect aur other nartional prioritics
and ahandon the soad oo fiscal
discipline. We must develop » budger
that meets all of thiese needs.

Visit Congressman
MMlenendes
on the Internet:

Web site: Menendez.house.gov

Congress of the Uniled Sttes
House of Represeniatives
Washington, D.C. 20313
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