Report to the People

From Congressman

Bob Menendez

13th Congressional District < New Jersey DD
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Your Congressmarn.
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Menendez Helps Win Federalized

¢ have fedembofficers ac
our nation's borders,
parrolling our pionicn's
waterways, and protecting the U5,
Ei’![!‘ill.:ll.. And tha's 1he :|':i|__;|:1[ Wiy
to do it. I arpued from the starc
thirt we needed o bring that high
lewel of federal sccurity oo our
nakion's wiTpoTE,

Bur for many weeks, the Repulb-
licim Leadership in che House
argued that i was aceeptable 1o
continue using poosly-trained

Security at Airports

wiorkers, hired by the same privare
companie: that have cuk comers in

the past a0 thar they could be the
lowest bidder.

this crucial issue, until public pres-
sure finally goe the Republicans to
agree [0 federalize our airport fecu-
rity. Although we Lose o lor of dme
during this period of negotiation, it
wals s ssue worth I:-||_;|:'|li|.:||__; fur,
And although it will take ome
toput all the new mandaces inta
cifcct, Wi Won imporftant Vicooeics
in requiring that all checked bag-
gage be sereened and thac secury

ar airports comes under full federal
responsibility.

Keeping the status quo is the
wrong approach because protecting
o air travel system shouldn't be
an entey-level joh.

When'it comes to aviation secu-=
rity, we need to pet strict safety

controls in, and gee the profic-
mativis out. That's why we

Democrars stood our ground on



Menendez Leads New Homeland

Security Task Force

eprember 11, 2001, like December 7, 1941, will

forever live in infamy. The challenge, o5 during the

afrermath of Pearl Harbor, is im our respom=e. Fimst,
we must and will fizht and defeat terrorises and chose who
harbor them — wherever they are. Second, we need to
make our homeland safe and secure.

The homific events of Sepr. 11 have challenped each
and every one of us to do whatever we can o ensure that
=uch a tragedy will never happen again. The surviving
spouses-of the attacks cane for cheir-fatherless or
motherless children with dererminacion and sarmth.
Fricnds and neighbors in our
community are working hard o
help those affected. Social
fervice organizations are
working overtime. Countless
men and women,
prandparcnis and
prandchildren, do their share
through deeds, large and
small. All inspire us to
transcend this cowardly atcck
on America and the way of life
we 5o Cherish. And we will.

Whar iz your Government doing! Twe
weeks after the rereorist atcacks, Leader Dicke
Ciephardr asked me 1o serve a5 Chairman of the Houwse
Homeland Security Tisk Force of the Democratic
Cavcns. The evenrs of Sepr. L shocked our marien, but
the need for swift and dhowphoful scion by Congress was
urgent, and over 80 Members joined our Task Force right
away. derermined o protect America from rerrorism, and
o prepare ws for the challenges ahead.

The anthrax atmck on Capitol Hill may have
rempaorarily shue down our offices, bt it did not keep
Task Force members and staff from working. We met
during cthis dme in o Capitol Hill townhouose.

Little ower a month latee, the Task Force announced
BioPAce, HER. 3253, "The Bio-terrarism Protection Act
af 2001°,; o comprehensively address the threat of hio-
terrarisim in Americn. Biol'Act is a pact between the
|_]L-e|._:||_1]|-.l and their povernment, working rapether,
marshaling cur vase resources, 1o keep America safe from
bio-tervorism, dewing upon the American spirir, incellect
and creativity, breaking new fronciers, and secting o
standdared for the world.

BioPAct is the product of o ruly collaborarive effore
of Members of Conpress in consultation wich consciticnes
and local, Stare and Federal officials theoughour America.

The legislation will:

& Prosctively assess new threats and risks we fiuce.
Eliminate hiolopical threats ar the source.
Secure our horders on land and ar sea.

Protect our food and water

> r >

Equip our communities with the resources oo
prevent and respond o bioterrorism.

|

Prevent disense autbreaks through early derection
and availability of rapid trearment.

& Srrenpchen onr Intelligence through full
coordinacion.

HOMELANTD

SECURITY

A Ulse cur moost advanced technolopy o fighe
Lioterrorisim.

A Ensure i full and open dianloree with the public.

& Procect our nation against bioterrorism, thereby
strengrhening our public health system—a dual use
benefir. -

The Fouse recently passed "The Public Health
security and Bioterrorism Response Act”, including many
of the provisions of BioPAct.

Unforrumarely, unlike BioPAcr, which is
comprehensive i approach, the bill the Republican-
led House passed was more limiced. More needs oo be
dope — T will keep fighcing to see that ic is, The dheear

we ace requires a much
by broader response,

including enhancing
cusraems and border
security capahiliries,
protecring food and warer,
improving intellipence
gathering and coordinarion,
and preventing warldwide
Mological and chemical agent
proliferation.

. Arthe end of the Sssion, the
‘ Task Force introduced a second

1l 1o address all aspects of
terrorism beyond bio-tercorism, the Unired Scaves
Security Act of 2001,

This bill will:

A Adapt America's Public Health Infrastmecture for
Mew Threats

A Secure oll modes of rramsportation and the nationnl
transportation infrastructure.

A Protect America’s critical physical and information
infrastructure, ineluding nuclear facilities, oil
refineries, chemical manufscouring plants, the
electrical power grid and information systems.

A Enhance the capabilities of law enforcement
agencies to Hght terrorism while preserving our
cherished constitutional rights.

A |mprove incergovernmental and interagency
coordination and informarion sharing among
Federal, State and Local authorities.

A Prevent the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction and noclear, chemical, and biological
materials nbromed.

A FPrepare America's Armed Services o fighy
LeTTUTESINL.

& Cive the Director of the Office of Homeland
Secunty the authority he needs 1o effectively
coardinate the effores of over 40 apencies o
prevent, prepare for and respond o rereorism.

| hope that, in the same hiparcisan spiric in which we
supported the first step on bioterrorism, the Republican
Leadership will agree to continue the effort we bepan
monchs ago—an effort to comprelensively addres the
needs of our communitics and our pation in the wake of
the new threats we face.

TASHK FORCE



Menendez Atiends Groundbreaking
for New JCMG Hospital

Dun’n:z a Movember [9ch groundbreaking ceremony, we ook a

hiscoric next step in the long effort co provide che residencs of

Jersey City and Hudson Couney with a new state-of-the-arc
Medical Centers The new 3200 million facility became possible after
the Federal Housing Administradon {FIHLA) approved the hospital’s
loan guarantee, which is the larpest insurcd hospi] loan chae HUD has
ever approved in the Scate of Wew Jersey. The new hospital will provide
Jersey Civy with a new heare center, 2 children’s bospical, a traums cen-
per and cmerpency Toem, s EinE Cenber, OPerbing romms, S ouis-
tient facility with doctors” offices, and an EMS commumnicacions cencer.
Fublic ranspormation will make the hospiral fully accessible by all resi-
dents, and the new developmenr is an integral parr of che Liberty Morth
Redevelopment Arer. The-hospieal s expecred ro ke complere by 2004

Rep. Menendez holds a press
conference with poelice and firefighters
to discuss his efforts to secure the
overtime pay they deserve in the wake
of the September 11th attacks.
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House Passes
Historic
Education Bill

ftera year-long cHort oo

enact bipartisan education

reform, the House, Senate
and the White House finally
resched aprecment on historic legis-
lation thar will provide all children
cgual acces to quality education in
this countryy FHiECT, the Mo Child
Left Behind Act, reauthorizes the
Elemenery and Secondary Educe-
tion Act (ESEA) and provides
much-necded additonal resources
0 IMprove Our educacion system
and pive all studenes the same
chance 1o succeed, tegandless of
race, cthnicity or income,

Democraric negotiacors succeeded
in making significant improvements
ta the President’s initial proposal,
most notably the elimination of pri-
vare school vouchers and seate
Block granes. Tnsddivion, we were
successtul in increasing overall pro-
pram funding, including funding for
Tirle | rargered schools, bilingual
education programs, and teacher
rraining. The Conference Report
alsa authorizes funding far schaol
construction and modernization,
preserves separate after-school and
vialence prevention progeuns, funds
hage-crime prevention ard maln-
eains strong eivil rights protections
— none of which were included in
the President’s orpinal proposal.

The legislarion authorizes 5265
billicn for ESEA progmims, which is
appeoximanely 38 billion maore than
in Fiscal Year 2001. The actual
approprintion level for Fiscal Year
2002 will be aboue 34 billion, or
2%, more than the current funding
level:

This landmark agreement sets
firm tarpens for closing achievement
gaps and improves targering of fed-
eral funds to poar school districes
thar need them the most. The
inereased accountability and tarpet-
ing of resources, combined with the
funding incresses needed to carry
aut these gonls, will ensure thar all
studenes have the same opportunity
tu L. Asd thar knowledge will
b the key 1o opening dooms to sue-
cean b the fulure,



How You Gan Get Help

hie LIHEAP amd Weatherization Assistunee programs ane available o eligible low-income families across
the country, To qualify in Mew Jerey, o fumily must be within the following income midelines:

Housahold Size Maximum Gross Morthly Income
1 $1,253
2 %1.693
3 £2,134
4 2 574
o 23,014
6 23,455
7 £3,895
B 54,336
2] 54,776

10 85,217
11 55,544
12 5,657

Heating Assistance for
Low-Income Households

s a result of the September 1th attacks and
Athu ceonomic downturn; many familics are foc-
ing very difficult times, and the coming winter

weather will make it even more difficult for families co
heat their homes. However, assistance is available
through the Low-Income Home Enerpy Assistance
Prooram (LTHEAT') and the Weatherization Assistance
Prograom. These prozmms hiave pn."11.'|'|.|r.':|,| 758

—millions of low-income Americans who oth ;
might have loat their heat in winter because they
couldn't pay their bills, or continued to pay higher
heating bills because their homes were not properly
il'l!"-'l.llﬂl.ﬂlln.

LIHEAP is a federallv-funded block orant to states
that helps ease the energy cost burden of low-income
househaolds. Elipibilicy for the prosram is based on
inceme, and the amount of the benefit is determined by
the state.

The Weatherization Assistance Program is one of
the larpest encrpy congervation programs in the notion;
and has been proven to save money and reduce enecgy
use It prowides low-imcome houscholds o wide rongme of
weatherization assistance, including caulking and
weather stripping of windows and doors, inscalling
storm windows and doors; insulating attics; and effi-
clency improvements to existing space heating and
water heating systems.

To determine elipibility for household sizes greater
them 12, add 3113 for cach additiona] membir
Applications will be accepred until March 29,
2002, To apply or to get more information, contact

Essex County

La Cadn D Dom Pedmo

317 Roseville Avenue

Mewurk, N] 07107

Q7 3-455-0701 [Weatherization Program)
O73-485-0796 [Home Enengy Assistance)

Hudson County

Bavonne Economic Opportunity Foundation
535 Kennedy Boulevard

Bayonne, M} 07002

201-437-7212

Puertorriguenos Asociados for
Community Qrganization (PACQ)
359 Monmouth Streee

Jersey Ciryp ] 07302

201-8064-3774 (Weatherization Program)
201-217-0583 (Home Enerery Assizstance)

3700 Bergenline Avenue

Union City, NJ 07037

201-864-3774 (Weatherization Program)
2002170383 (Home Energy Assistance}

Middlesex Couniy

Pierto Ricon Action Board

21 Jowyee Kilmer Avenue

New Brunswick, M| 089030240
T32-828-4310 ("Weatherization Program)
T32-5258-4541 (Home Energy Assistance)

Union GCounty
PRECEED

1126 Dickinson Strece
Elizabeth, MN] 07102
O35 1-TT2T

Urban League of Union County
288 Marth Broad Stredt

Elizabeth; W] 97207

QOE-351-1200
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